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Faissal El Malak
The fashion designer tours the streets of  

Meena Bazaar in Dubai
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You’ve been working a lot with woven Yemeni fabrics. 
How did you get into that?
I found a supplier who comes from a family of weavers  
in the mountains of Dhamar in western Yemen.  
They weave this traditional ma’awaz, which is kind of 
like a sarong that men wear on a daily basis. It’s made 
with this very small, basic loom and has the traditional 
handicraft aspect but is also very modern because of the 
geometric shapes and association of colours. 

What kind of reactions do you get from the way you  
use traditional techniques?
I try to be respectful of what I’m doing with the craft 
and for now the response from the artisans has been 
very positive. For my first Yemeni line, Collection Ya, the 
supplier really liked that I was taking the clothes out of 
context. But when I saw him recently his criticism was 
interesting. To Yemenis he’d spoken to, it wasn’t ‘Why is 
he messing with our craft?’ – it was more ‘Look at these 
women wearing ma’awaz, our men’s cloth.' 

The Tourath line is a bit androgynous – are you 
interested in exploring a unisex line?
Definitely. A lot of my pieces would work if they were cut 
for men. I’d also love to start dressing myself – I often end 
up wearing things I could’ve made. In my next collection 
I’m planning to have four to five pieces for men, just for 
me and my friends.

01 At Al Kawkab Coffee Shop, Faissal El 
Malak wears an antique Afghani coat 
over a vintage Yves Saint Laurent shirt. 
‘These Cartier glasses are my mum’s 
old ones from the 1980s,’ he says
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02 El Malak is preparing for his upcoming 
collection that incorporates handwoven 
Egyptian fabrics. ‘This collection happened 
very naturally,’ he says. ‘When I was 
visiting Cairo I met a few suppliers, and I’m 
working with an Egyptian pattern maker’
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03 El Malak wears a Yemeni handwoven 
abaya from Collection Ya, his first 
collection using Yemeni fabric. 
‘The patterns are made on small, 
60-centimetre-wide looms – there’s  
no guides, nothing automated.  
It’s very smart and beautiful’ 
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04 ‘Initially I wanted to exclusively work 
with traditional Palestinian crafts,’  
El Malak says, from the Tashkeel 
studio, surrounded by designs that 
use techniques from Tunisia, Egypt 
and Yemen. ‘The constraints made 
it difficult, but I’d like to have a few 
pieces in my next collection to 
incorporate Palestinian embroidery’
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